MLK Science/Math/Social Studies Lesson by Jacque Verrall


MLK Brown Egg/White Egg Science/Math/Social Studies
Learning Objective:  Using their five senses students will make observations about brown and white eggs and come to understand how people and eggs are the same – they can be very different on the outside but are the same on the inside.

Materials:  Brown and White construction paper squares with egg shape traced on each (one for each child), one dozen brown eggs, one dozen white eggs, glass bowl, wire wisk, electric skillet/wok, hand magnifying lens, science journals (one per child), scissors, pencils, plastic containers for holding individual eggs, baby wipes for cleaning hands.

Do this lesson after reading books about Martin Luther King, discuss how he was treated, Rosa Parks, etc.—no need to discuss this now, but after the lesson you can revisit this topic.
Show students the eggs.  Find out what students know about eggs.  Guide towards questions about what the inside will look like---same or different?  Have students cut out their paper eggs, write their name on the egg and place on a chart (or tape to whiteboard) under titles “Same” or “Different”.  Talk about the chart, how many people think “same”, how many people think “different”- how many more of one than the other.
Have parents pass out science journals/pencils to each table and pick up scissors. 
Explain to students that they will choose a white or brown egg, put it carefully in a plastic container and take to their table.  They will need to draw their egg in their journal paying close attention to all the details of their egg.  Use a couple from the carton to model your expectations—Draw attention to the differences on the outside of the eggs—freckles, wrinkles, veins, bumps, color, etc.   Ask students to draw any of these details on their egg in their journal.  Talk about the difference between ‘slap-dash-get-done-quick’ work and ‘quality’ work.  Show them the plastic container their egg will rest in while they are drawing it.  Explain that eggs are fragile and will break easily.  Tell them that they will get to break it eventually, but not until after they draw it in their journal and you tell them to break it.  Model how an egg needs to be gently set in the plastic container without making a sound.  Talk about what happens if they set it down too hard.  Tell them that if they crack their egg too soon, they will be done and need to go sit in the library, finished for the day.  Very important to follow directions and wait to crack their egg.  Call on several students to model setting their egg in the plastic container, ask others if they could hear any sound when they put it in.  Praise profusely for correct handling.  Model correct use of magnifying lens they will use to look closely at their eggs to discover any marks, bumps wrinkles, etc.—again, model what it looks like/sounds like when lenses are gently set down.  Talk about not putting hands/fingers on the lens portion of the magnifying glass.  Have children label brown or white by the egg they drew in their science journal depending on which type of egg they have.  Elicit what they have at their table to help them with the spelling of ‘white’ or ‘brown’ (nameplates).  
Tell students that you believe eggs are like people and today, their task is to determine why you think that.  Do not entertain any answers at this point, ask them to simply think about why eggs might be like people and you will discuss it after they are finished with their egg drawings/cracking activity.

After students are done drawing their eggs, station one parent at each table, have them pick up all the science journals so they don’t get egg on them.  Model how to crack an egg into the plastic container.  Help children to crack open their eggs into the plastic container, then you go around and have children transfer their egg into the glass bowl.  When all the eggs are in the glass bowl, give it a swirl and then ask, “Are the eggs the same inside or different?”.  If someone thinks they are different ask them why they think so and ask if they are different enough for them to be able to pick out their particular egg?

Be sure to have students use a baby wipe to wash hands after handling the eggs.  If you have a child who is allergic to eggs, ask for a volunteer to help crack the allergic child’s egg.

At the end of the lesson, ask if anyone remembers you saying that eggs are like people, remind them to think about this in their head and raise their hand if they think they know…. how are eggs like people?  (you are looking for “people and eggs can be very different on the outside, but they are the same on the inside”).  Remind students that while they are at recess the eggs will get cooked and they can sample at snack time if they’d like.
Questions to ask:

What’s different about these eggs?

Do they smell different?

Do they feel different?

What sounds do you hear?

If you hold one up to the light, does it look different?

Use your magnifying lens to note any small differences

What else did you discover about these eggs?

Cook the eggs and let students who wish sample them for snack.

