Shape Story (MLK tie-in) Lesson Plan

Read the Shape Story, drawing pictures of the shapes on the whiteboard as you read the story and drawing the eventual objects made from the shapes.

Solicit comments about how the shape story is rather like Martin Luther King.

Then, send students to their tables where the following materials are waiting:  a variety of construction paper shapes matching those in the story, i.e., triangles (a variety of triangles), rectangles (again a variety so they don’t think rectangles are only one size), squares.  Provide dot stickers for the circles.

Ask students to make a picture with their shapes showing how shapes can ‘play’ together to make wonderful objects, just like in the story.  Encourage them to come up with their own original ways of combining shapes…rocket ships, trucks/cars, trains, houses, ice cream cones, etc.  Discourage using all one shape on their papers…the idea is to combine shapes to make other wonderful things.
These are wonderful to display with kid-drawn portraits of Martin Luther King.

